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DECISION ON APPEAL 
This is an appeal from the final rejection of claims 70, 72 
through 92 and 94 through 102. 

The disclosed invention relates to a method of using a 
computerized prescription system. 

Claim 70 is illustrative of the claimed invention, and it 
reads as follows: 
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70. A method of using a computerized prescription system, 
having 

at least one user computer and a graphical user interface, the 
method comprising the steps of; 

a. permitting capture of prescription information and 

b. selectively providing access to all of (1) information 
about a patient's prescription history, (2) information about 
pharmaceuticals arranged by medical conditions for which the 
pharmaceuticals are suitable for treating, and (3) information 
about the properties of pharmaceuticals using said user interface, 
and 

c. selectively communicating with one or more other computers 
run respectively by or on behalf of one or more of a group 
consisting of (a) a Health Maintenance Organization, (b) an 
insurance company, (c) a drug benefit plan, (d) a pharmacy run by a 
different organization than the organization running the user 
computer, (e) a laboratory and (f) a physician practice. 

The references relied on by the examiner are: 

Schrier et al. (Schrier) 5,833,599 Nov. 10, 1998 

(effective filing date Dec. 13, 1993) 

Ballantyne et al. (Ballantyne) 5,867,821 Feb. 2, 1999 

(filed Feb. 16, 1996) 

Claims 70, 72 through 83, 91, 92, 94 through 99, 101 and 102 

stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Schrier. 

Claims 84 through 90 and 100 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schrier in view of Ballantyne. 
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Reference is made to the briefs (paper numbers 24 and 26) , the 
final rejection (paper number 21) and the answer (paper number 25) 
for the respective positions of the appellant and the examiner. 

OPINION 

We have carefully considered the entire record before us, and 
we will sustain the anticipation rejection of claims 70, 72 through 
83, 91, 92V 94 through 99, 101 and 102, and the obviousness 
rejection of claims 84 through 90 and 100. 

Turning first to the anticipation rejection of claims 70, 83 
and 94, we find that Schrier teaches every method step of the 
claimed computerized prescription system, and all of the claimed 
elements of the computer program product. A computer and graphical 
user interface 112 (Figure 1) is used by a user in Schrier to 
capture prescription information in a computerized prescription 
system. We agree with the examiner (final rejection, page 2) that 
the computer selectively provides "(1) information about a 
patient's medical history and prescription history (col. 6 lines 
5-11); (2) information about pharmaceuticals arranged by medical 
conditions (FIG. 3); and (3) information about the properties of 
pharmaceuticals (Figs. 6, 7 and 10-22)," and that ''[t]he computer 
(112) is connected to a network of computers as part of a hospital 
or other type of clinical setting (col. 5 lines 18-24)." The 
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Abstract and summary of the invention (column 2, lines 11 through 
63) clearly state that the system keeps tabs of the patient's 
medical history, and the index drug selected for the treatment of 
the patient's condition. The properties of the index drug and 
other drugs are disclosed by Schrier (Figures 4 through 7). 
Besides the index drug, Schrier lists other drugs that can be used 
to treat the patient, along with their respective prices (Figure 
9) - The system in Schrier selectively communicates with one or 
more other computers at an outside pharmacy run by a different 
organization than the organization running the user computer 
(column 5, lines 18 through 23; column 13, lines 45 through 48; 
column 14, lines 65 through 67; column 29, lines 53 through 55; 
column 38, lines 1 through 3). 

The above-noted one or more computers can also be located at a 
hospital in Schrier (column 6, lines 27 through 32; column 13, 
lines 17 through 23) (claim 72) . 

The information gathered from the one or more computers is 
presented to the graphical user interface in Schrier (column 4, 
lines 24 through 45) (claims 73 and 75) . 

All of the information gathered about the patient is used to 
form a patient history in Schrier (Abstract; column 2, lines 50 
through 55; column 6, lines 4 through 11) (claim 74). 
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The drug interactions window (Figure 4), the dosage 
recommendation window (Figure 5), the pharmacology information 
window (Figure 6) and the side effects window (Figure 7) are all 
displays of properties of pharmaceuticals in Schrier (claim 76) . 

As indicated supra , the Schrier system can selectively 
communicate via the graphical user interface to electronically send 
a prescription directly to a pharmacy to be filled (claim 77), 

Schrier clearly teaches the condition treated, the body system 
treated by the pharmaceuticals and the pharmaceuticals prescribed 
for the particular patient (Figure 2) (claims 78 and 79) . 

Schrier selectively arranges information about pharmaceuticals 
by drug category (Figure 9) (claim 80) . 

The suggestion of alternative pharmaceuticals and dosages for 
treatment of a condition is taught by Schrier (Figure 9) (claims 
81, 82 and 98) . 

Schrier keeps chronological records of patient information 
(column 13, lines 50 through 52) (claim 91) . 

If Schrier, or any other system, does not desire to keep a 
record, then do not save it (claim 92) . Appellant did not invent 
common sense. More importantly, the artisan is presumed to possess 
skill in the art. In re Sovish , 769 F.2d 738, 743, 226 USPQ 771, 
774 (Fed. Cir. 1985) . 
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As indicated supra , the Schrier system is connected to other 
systems to place drug orders, and to exchange information about a 
patient's medical history, drugs that are available to treat the 
patient and costs for the drugs (column 5, lines 18 through 23; 
column 6, lines 27 through 32) . The E-mail address of the doctor 
that ordered the drugs will be on the electronically sent 
prescription for drugs (column 14, line 65 through column 15, line 
9; column 21, line 41 and 42). The- other systems are presumed to 
possess record storage . features (claims 95 through 97). 

Schrier discloses a computer program product residing on a 
computer for accomplishing all of the above-noted tasks relating to 
a patient's drug use (column 37, line 9 through column 38, line 
65) . (claims 99, 101 and 102) . 

Turning next to the obviousness rejection of claims 84 through 
90 and 100, we agree with the examiner (final rejection, page 4) 
that "[i]t would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to substitute a personal digital assistant for the user 
computer (112) in Schrier et al. so as to allow the user the 
advantage of mobility, as taught by Ballantyne et al." Appellant's 
arguments (reply brief, pages 10 through 14) to the contrary 
notwithstanding, the personal data assistant (PDA) in Ballantyne 
uses digital technology, and is mobile like the PDA disclosed and 
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claimed by appellant (Abstract; column 3, lines 60 through 67; 
column 10, line 40 and 41; column 11, lines 24 and 25; column 12, 
lines 12 through 66; column 13, lines 42 through 44) . 

DECISION 

The decision of the examiner rejecting claims 70, 72 through 
83, 91, 92, 94 through 99, 101 and 102 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) is 
affirmed, and the decision of the examiner rejecting claims 84 
through 90 and 100 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) is affirmed. 
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No time period for taking any subsequent action in connection 
with this appeal may be extended under 37 CFR § 1.136(a) . 

AFFIRMED 




Administrative Patent Judge 



KWH/lp 
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RUDEN, MCCLOSKY, SMITH, SCHUSTER & RUSSELL, P. A. 

P.O. BOX 1900 

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33301 
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